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It was my turn to do Transformers (I know, 
I know…) - I‟d volunteered to do The 
Good Samaritan.  It‟s brilliant, because 
you don‟t have to be a Christian with a big 
C (or even a little one) to be entirely 
comfortable with the notion of crossing the 
road to look after your neighbour.  We 
talked about our neighbours, near and far, 
and how we think differently about those 
who live out of our line of sight. 
 

So this has been Nestle-free week, and 
the boycott continues.  And that‟s all I‟m 
going to say about that.   
 

I want to say a big welcome to Harrison 
(and his mum and dad) who have moved 
in next door but one to us.  Their house is 
where Pound Cottage used to be - the 
History Project tells me so.  Anyway, it will 
be lovely to have them as neighbours. 
 

So, it‟s half past four - this is the equinox -
and the sun is going down - it really is 
winter now.  Christmas is just round the 
corner and I can‟t wait.   
 

First it‟s bonfire night, and I am asked to 
remind you again that fireworks are a 
huge worry for farmers and pet owners - 
please let your local custodian of the 
countryside know of your display so that 
he can get his stock safe and sound.  He 
will be really grateful for the advance 
warning.   
 

I saw a Grey Wagtail again this year.  I 
saw just one last year.  Last year it was 
yellow.  This year it was yellow.  I think it 
may arrive at my bird table just to cause 
me confusion.  Well, it works.  Why isn‟t it 
called a More Yellow than Grey Wagtail?  
But enough of this - Trevor will be 
demoting me from Bird Watcher (second 
class)… 
 
For the last two months my printer has 
taken on a decidedly schizophrenic 
approach to printing the magazine - one 
minute it‟s a printer, the next an egg 
whisk.  Or something.  Here‟s hoping that 
today is a good day.  Right - pushing the 
“print” button...now 

Hazel 
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Down on the Farm 
 
These notes are being written on 18th October which is St Luke the Evangelist‟s Day.  St. Luke is the 
Patron Saint of Doctors and the medical profession.  True to form we have had several lovely sunny 
days, known since ancient times as “St Luke‟s Little Summer.” 
 

What a lovely autumn we are having this year.  The leaves on the bushes and the grass in the fields 
are still a lovely bright green.  As you travel around the countryside it is very noticeable.  This 
autumn has been a wonderful season for  farmers, they have had so much grass in the fields that a 
huge amount of grass has been cut for the second cut of silage, very welcome, because the early 
cuts of grass were very disappointing.  Farmers were very worried about how they were going to 
feed their cattle this coming winter. In some cases a third cut has been taken. 
 

Not only has it been good weather for silage making, but it could not have been better for harvesting 
the maize for cattle feed. The land has been so dry that the very heavy machinery used for cutting 
and grinding this crop have done no damage to the soil and fortunately the tractors and trailers used 
to get it back to the farms have carried very little mud onto the roads, which in a wet season can be 
a big problem. 
 

The sheep fairs being held around the country this autumn have met a buoyant trade.  There is a 
big demand for sheep of all sorts, in some cases record prices have been realised.  Ewes for 
breeding have been making, in some instances, almost twice as much money as they would have a 
few years ago. 

 

Much of the ewe 
trade has been kept 
at a high level 
because there is 
such  a  g rea t 
demand for older 
ewes that have no 
further use for 
breeding, for the 
meat trade. This 
trade is fuelled by 
the many people 
who now live in this 
country from Asia 
who prefer older 
m u t t o n ,  u n l i ke 
Europeans who like 
best young lamb. 
 

The two remaining 
weekly livestock 
markets that are still 
o p e r a t i n g  i n 
Somerset, one at 
Frome and the other 

at Sedgemoor Livestock Centre near Bridgwater, are attracting very large numbers of cattle of all 
types for sale. Some have travelled very long distances such as from Sussex and Warwickshire.  
There are so few markets still operating in the South of England that farmers from those areas have 
no choice but to travel to Somerset to sell all their stock.  Fortunately there has been a wonderful 
demand for them from buyers travelling to Somerset from all parts of the country. 

Ray Naish 
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The October Market was quieter than usual due to a combination of events - most noticeably the 
bad weather, but also other events in the locality and the half term break.  
 
We were pleased to have Murray's bread and other goodies in addition to our usual “old faithfuls”. 
All will be back again next month on November 27th.  Profits this month go to Yatton Team fund. 
 
                   Advanced notice: The December Market will be held on 18th 

Kenn Table Tennis in Kenn Village Hall 
 
Announcing the arrival soon of a brand new table tennis top which can be placed on a couple of 
tables for play, and stores in two halves flat against a wall when not in use.  By kind financial 
support from the Parish Council. 
 
 
Anyone interested in playing table tennis in the village hall, please contact me or come along to the 
social evening on Friday 19th November. Young and old, all abilities. (I haven't played since I was in 
the sixth form and I'm not sure I can see the ball now that I wear specs! ) 
 
How about a Table Tennis Ladder? Add your name to the growing list, and ping pong your way to 
the top! 
 

Jo Batten 
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Bell Ringers at Kenn 
 
Saturday 2nd October a group of 28 bell ringers, plus 2 dogs, set off from Gloucestershire, some 
from St Mark‟s and St Christopher‟s in Cheltenham and others from St Bartholomew‟s in 
Churchdown for an outing to Somerset.   
 
They visited the towers of Goathhurst, Chilton Trinity, North Petherton, Bridgwater and Wembden, 
ringing peals of varying sizes, but left the best „til last – around 5.30pm a couple of car loads 
(without the dogs) arrived at St John‟s Kenn and finished their day with the only single bell of the 
trip.  Each of them had at least one pull on our bell and made some most interesting music. They 
thought our church very charming, were greatly interested in the history of the building and the 
tower and, of course, the bell and, after tea and biscuits, returned home. 

John Ball 

 
Margaret’s Mutterings 
 
Kenn Village Hall – Thanks go to John Griffin for fitting new shelving in the storage area and to the 
working party of Mike Maloney, Robert Down and John Griffin who did a morning‟s general 
maintenance in October – they re-painted the white wall and generally freshened up the place.  
Thanks also to Grace who re-hemmed some of the curtains and kept the workers going with 
refreshments.   
 
Jumble Sale – The sun shone on the Wednesday of half-term and 112 people paid to come to 
Kenn Jumble Sale to raise funds for the Christmas Parties – Thanks to all who gave so generously 
of their jumble, raffle prizes, time and effort and thanks also to the visitors who came along and took 
away the „treasures‟ and left us with over £200.00 – After expenses a profit of over £180.00 was 
achieved. Brilliant. 
 
Churchyard Gates – Thanks to John Griffin, again, this time with Bill Pugh who have made repairs, 
painted and sorted out the latch on the church path gate to our churchyard.  These little jobs just 
seem to get done, and I am sure lots of other people have also quietly performed services for the 
village. 
 

Amazing what you find from Facebook - Last month, for the 
first time, I really visited Facebook and found this beautiful 
photo of Fiona Wilson and her family.  I checked with her and I 
am delighted that she would like to share with us all that 
Charles is doing very well at the residential school in 
Hampshire and Ella-Rose is at boarding school in Dorset and 
Fiona is at home with William and Edward - the twins. Wouldn‟t 
it be lovely if they could all come to the Christmas Party on the 
22nd December? 
 

 
Diary 
 
Wednesday 8th December – the Christmas Tea Party – aimed at older residents and friends, but 
younger people are needed to help – more details next month - to offer contact me on 874077. 
Meeting to sort out arrangements 7.30pm Monday 8 th November at Chaseside – helpers welcome! 
 

 

Margaret 
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Saturday 11th December 
10:30am until noon 

 
Punch, Pies and Coffee 

at 
the Willows, Kenn 

 
 

£3.50  
(£1.50 children under 14) 

Raffle, Tombola & Book Stall 
 
 
    All Proceeds to 

Local Charities 
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100 ft Bristol Festive 
Abseil  

5th December 2010 
The Bristol Royal Hospital for 

Children 
 
Why would anyone who suffers  from vertigo looking down from the  Physiotherapy Department on 
the top floor of the Children's Hospital sign up for the 7th annual 100 ft abseil from the roof of the 
hospital?  Barking or what? 
 
Jenny recently had a course of physiotherapy at the Children's Hospital, to treat a weird condition 
called Chronic Regional Pain Syndrome in her foot. She initially hobbled in on crutches but, after 
about 10 visits she was running up the stairs (well, as fast as a teenager will go with her mother!)  
We shared  a busy physiotherapy department with other children; from small babies to large 
teenagers - all  with various conditions and disabilities needing specialist physio treatment. That 
experience was quite an eye-opener for us and we were so grateful for the fantastic treatment 
Jenny received.  I would have loved a soak in that warm hydrotherapy pool! 
 
But what really brought it home to me  how fortunate we really are, was a brief momentary flash, 
when we passed on the stairs a father and daughter; a little tot with a gorgeous face and thin 
wispy  hair, growing back after what I guessed was treatment for cancer. The image stayed with me, 
a humbling experience. 
 
After reaching the top floor with a quick glimpse from the window at the busy street scene far below, 
I was faced with the poster advertising the abseil to raise money for CLIC. Split second decision, 
YES,  that was something I could do, raise a minimum £100 towards the costs of treating children 
with cancer. 
 
I would love your help too, please - see below! 

 
Table Sale Princess Hall, Clevedon. Sat 6th November 
Donations of cakes, unwanted gifts/ nearly new. How about those items you haven't got round to 
selling on eBay!? Anything gratefully received. I can collect. 07776 143900 

 
Village Social Evening 
Resurrecting the Skittles alley!!  Kenn Village Hall Friday 19th November 7.30pm. Bring your own 
booze and glasses, lots of loose change, tickets £3.00 or larger donation. Come and socialise, chat 
with friends and villagers before we all hibernate for the winter.  Play skittles and table tennis (if new 
table has arrived in time). Raffle Prizes needed. 
 

 Thank you, hope to see you soon 
 Jo Batten 07776 143900 
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      Announces  

 By Popular Request 
 

An Evening with Jo 
Cheek 

 

 “Festive Delight” 
 

Flower Arranging Demonstration 
 

Wednesday 24th November 2010 at 7.30pm 
 

At the Village Hall, Kenn Street, Kenn                  

Tickets £5 each  
including refreshments 

available from WI members 
01275 349535 
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Being Green. I’m doing my best! 
 
Even as we head towards shorter days things in the garden can thrive.  My attempts at home-grown 
veg are not so robust.  Turnip seeds have sprouted so this weekend I will thin them out. Spinach 
plants are taking hold as the ground is still warm enough for hardy greens. I have to rely on the 
gardening pages of the weekend colour supplements as my vision is so limited.  However I am 
planning ahead and deciding where to plant tomatoes and peas next year.  I‟m also planning on 
growing some squash, a funny spherical courgette.  
 
I have heard the idea mooted several times recently - a Kenn produce day where we exchange 
crops we have in abundance. I will have loads of tomatoes and marrow but no apples or plums.  It 
will be a good way of making sure our surplus produce does not go to waste.      
 
For the first time ever I have make chutney (don‟t laugh).  I made it from my own green tomatoes.  
So proud am I of this produce I like to admire the full jars.  I will report back next month on what it 

tastes like! A friend has made off with our quince 
crop to make us quince jelly. 
 
Rebecca has learnt to make her own pasta as she 
has salvaged a pasta making machine (thank you 
Hazel).  Also Rebecca and I are off to a knitting 
class this Saturday at The Spinning Weal in 
Clevedon.  
 
All this green activity is a real hoot. 
 

Caroline, Chapel Cottage.    

CARING AT CHRISTMAS 
 
We will be collecting warm coats and blankets 
again this year, also  new underwear and warm 
socks.  Tinned food is also much appreciated and 
if anyone cares to make a cheque out to Caring at 
Christmas we will be taking all donations to the 
shelter a couple of days before Christmas.   The  
collection point, as usual, will be at Church Path 
Cottage or the Church Porch, but if you wish us to 
collect anything from you please let us know.  NO 
DONATIONS BEFORE DECEMBER PLEASE!  
 

Marianna and Robin 340323 

Childrens' Christmas Party 
 

Wednesday 22nd December 
Kenn Village Hall  

4.30pm-6pm  
 

Entertainment by Action Pussycat  
 

Welcome to all ages; children and 
grandchildren of Kennites plus parents and 

grandparents! 
More details in the December magazine. 

Spread the word to new Kennites!  
Tel the Hot Line: 878782 for more information 
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Kenn Nativity 2010 
 

I know, it is only five minutes since the last one. 
The demography of the children has changed in 
Kenn. Previous Marys and Josephs are now young 
men and women and too old to be in a nativity.  
 

The run-up to Christmas is very busy so I propose 
a No-Rehearsal Nativity.  Jo Manning and I are 
putting a masterpiece together. We are asking the 
young children to turn up dressed as angels, 
shepherds, kings etc, no matter if we have four 
kings and one shepherd.  
 

Or just turn up and we will find you a costume. 
 

Jo and I have put together the bare bones of a 
story.  Do any of the young people or children want 
to help to write it? 
 

In order to balance the chaos of a no-rehearsal 
nativity I have asked some of the village adults if they will sing a solo or a duet at the nativity.   
 

Caroline 

Dairy Farmers of Kenn 
 

In Kenn today, in the year 2010, there is only one farm that produces milk for sale. It is „The 
Fieldings‟ owned by Steven Pike. If we go back to the 1940s, there were about 20 farms producing 
milk. They were the following: 
Lake Farm   William Withey.            20 cow herd 
Colehouse Farm  Tommy Beacham.         18 cow herd 
Portbury House Farm Hugh Stowell.              22 cow herd 
Clevedon Farm   George Hazel junior.     18 cow herd 
Whitehouse Farm  Harry Flower.              18 cow herd 
Kenn Pier Farm   William Bye.                18 cow herd 
Riverside Nailsea Wall Roderick Tripp.             7 cows    
Moreside Farm   Leonard Pike.               18 cow herd 
Manor Farm   George Hazel Senior.    20 cow herd 
Moorgates   Sidney Cox.                   8 cows 
Meadowside Cottage  Jimmy Pople.                 6 cows 
Stonehouse   Toby Gale.                   16 cow herd 
Yew Tree Farm   Edgar Wilcox.               16 cow herd 
New House Farm  Jack Stowell.                22 cow herd   
Carpenters Farm  George Stuckey.           16 cow herd 
Stonehouse Farm  Victor Naish.                 26 cow herd 
Kenn Court   Frank Dyer.                   32 cow herd 
Walnut Tree Farm  Clifton Ake.                     8 cows 
Mill Farm    Archie Griffin.                10 cows 
In those days all these families relied on milk production for a living. The milk from Lake Farm was 
delivered directly to doors in Clevedon. The milk from Colehouse farm and Portbury House farm 
was collected by two women, Miss Robertson and Miss Barns. In turn they sold the milk in their 
dairy in Station Road in Clevedon.  The rest of the milk was put outside the farm gates in churns to 
be collected by lorry and taken to the London Co-Op Creamery near Worle. The milk was then 
transported by train to London. 

Dictated by Ray Naish. Written by Leon Naish. 
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Useful Numbers: 

 
Village Hall  Booking Secretary:  
  Jean Fenwick 875073 or 
  Irene Stowell 872472 
 
St John the Evangelist Priest in charge:    
  Rev Preb John Andrews  
  01934 830208 
 
Churchwardens:    
  Julia Bush 873554   
  John Ball 874077 
 
Church Floodlighting:  
  David Pugh 874278 

 
     
    Village Flag Flying:  
  Marianna or Robin 340323 or 
  Hazel 349535 
 

    Altar Guild Secretary:  
  Marianna Mackay 340323 
 

    North Somerset Council:   
  01934 888 888 
   out of hours: 
  01934 622 669 
 

    News & Views:  
  Hazel Limage 01275 349535 

Pull-out and Keep Centre Section - Dates 

 

  
 

 
 
 

Will be held in Kenn Village Hall on Saturday, 
November  27th 10:00am till midday.  

Recycling - Every Tuesday 
 
Dustbin - 9th and 23rd 
  
Green Waste - 2nd, 16th and 30th 

Kenn Women’s 
Institute 

  

Kenn Village Hall, 
7:30pm 

 
November 10th 

 Clevedon Mercury and 
North Somerset Times 

 

Don‟t forget that copies of both these local 
newspapers are freely available in the bar of 
the Drum and Monkey. 
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The church is open… 
 
Following the interest of 
many folk at the village 
festival, Kenn church will be 
open on Saturdays, from 
10am 'til dusk. If you would 
like to go into church at any 
other time, see Marianna at 
Church Path Cottage, or ring 
the churchwardens. 

Carols Round the Christmas Tree 
 
The brass band has offered to come and play 
carols for us on Friday 10TH December at 
7pm. It is such a wonderful start to the 
Christmas celebrations so please come and 
join us for a glass of mulled wine and a mince 
pie.  All families and friends welcome to come 
and cheer the lighting of the tree on the 
Village Green (offers of mince pies and 
unwanted bottles of red wine to go into the 
mulled wine are very much appreciated). 
 

Marianna and Robin 340323 

Our flag was flown at full  mast: 
 
3rd - to wish Jill Taylor a Happy 60th birthday 
 
At half mast: 
 
11th - to mark the death of Gerald Neath 
 
15th - to mark the death of Eileen Andrews 
(Rev Preb John Andrews‟ mother) 
 
28th - to mark the funeral of Eileen Andrews 

The Church Tower was lit : 
 
28th - to mark the funeral of Eileen Andrews 
 

lux perpétua lúceat ei  

Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 
 9th Andrew Jenkins  
 Gina and Hilton Minakawa  

wedding anniversary 
10th Irene Stowell 
13th Sheila Naish  
 Jody Stowell  
 Nadia Silvester 
16th Miles and Sheila Naish 

wedding anniversary 
18

th
 Romilly Hatcher-Wilkins   

21
st
 Scarlett Silvester   

22nd Emma Palmer (Smith) 
27th Rebecca Brett (Fenwick) 
 Sarah Melling (Griffin) 
28th Sarah Clark  
 Grace and John Griffin  

  Wedding Anniversary 
29

th
 Richard Jaehme 

St John the Evangelist, Kenn 
Altar Guild 
 
Nov 7 Sarah and Julia 
 14 Sarah and Marianna 
 21 Sarah and Caroline 
 28 Sarah and Marianna 
 
December  
 Week 1 Jean Fenwick, Jenny Pascoe 
 Week 2 Hazel Limage, Caroline Holden 
 Week 3 Iris Callow, Heather Jenkins 
 Week 4 Jo Cheek, Marianna Mackay 
 
 

A huge thank you to all of the above who help 
to keep the church gleaming and flowers fresh 
throughout the year.   
 
Ideally we would like three people for each 
month so if anyone would like to join the 
happy band of church cleaners and polishers 
then please get in touch. 
 

Marianna 01275 340323 

Village Lunch - Moorend Spout 
Tuesday November 2nd  midday 
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Calling all children 
 

Pumpkins in the Car Park! 
Kenn Transformers met on the Wednesday of 
half term to learn about Saints. The festival of 
All Hallows has been overshadowed by all the 
Halloween razzamatazz, so to redress the 
balance, we learned about St John the 
Evangelist. Fuelled by delicious chocolate 
brownies, we dressed our crowd of Harvest 
Pumpkins as saints, and put them on the car 
park wall to remind us of how it all began. 
 

Transformers will meet on 10th and 24th of 
November, we shall think about Advent, and 
Christingles (and have snacks). 

Julia  

Christingles in Kenn 
 
Kenn's Christingle Service will be on Sunday 
28th November, in aid of the Children's 
Society. This charity has gone where others 
have feared to go to help children in trouble. 
The Christingles will be made on Saturday 
27th at 2pm in the New Room. Contributions 
of soft sweets and dried fruit and money 
towards the oranges very welcome. 

Julia 

Christmas Puddings 
 

I'm sending in the last order for puddings on 
Monday 14th November so if you want one, 
Small serves four £5.50 
Large serves eight £8.50 
 

please order from 01275 873554 or on paper 
in the Quercus mailbox. 

Thanks, Julia Bush 

October Family Service 
 

Celia was working at the Job Centre the other 
Sunday and had a phone call from a local 
vicar.  He wanted some (any number, really)  
people to work for his boss.  Poor old Celia, 
asking all the relevant questions (age, 
experience, ability - all that) got quite excited 
about the prospect of being able to offer a job 
for life to absolutely anyone who turned up to 
ask.  But then - retirement age?  Never.  
Hours of work?  All day, every day.  No 
worries - turns out the fringe benefits are 
heavenly.  What a brilliant service!  Got us all 
thinking, made us smile - perfect.   
 

Romilly and Jemima outdid themselves with 
the most beautiful cakes to eat with our coffee.  
Thank you, girls! 

 

Jan and Colin would like to thank all those 
friends and neighbours who sent cards and 
kind messages after the death of Jan’s 
Mum.   It meant a great deal. 

The Coffee Morning at the New Room 
 

What shall we buy for Christmas? Chickens or 
ducks; kits for schoolchildren; clean water; a 
bicycle; or a can of worms? The Coffee 
Morning in Kenn New Room on 20th 
November, 10am-noon, will be raising money 
for Present Aid - run by Christian Aid - and 
customers will have the chance at the end to 
choose what their money will be spent on for 
communities worldwide that are less fortunate 
than we are.  Please come along - there will 
be a cake stall to add to the Fairtrade coffee 
and biscuits. 
 

Leaving Yatton Moor 
 
Revd Linda Evans has had her leaving party 
at St Mary‟s and is soon off to Dale which is in 
the far west of Wales where she will be 
installed on the 28

th
 November -  If anyone 

would like to go along to support her and 
David at this time there is a list in St John‟s. 
 
The Revd Chris Steed has accepted a post in 
North Devon in the Lynton and Lynmouth area 
and will be leaving Yatton Moor in the New 
Year – we send him our best wishes. 
 

John Ball 
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SERVICES FOR NOVEMBER 2010 
 
1st Sunday 7th November Third Before Advent 
   
8.00am  Holy Communion Kenn*  
9.30am  Parish Communion Yatton  
9.30am Holy Communion Cleeve  
11.00am  Family Service with Holy Baptism Kingston Seymour  
11.00am First Sunday Special Claverham  
6.00pm  Evening Service of Remembrance for Loved Ones Yatton    
 
10.55am Thursday 11th November – Armistice Day Service at Rock Road 
 
 
2nd Sunday 14th November Second Before Advent (Remembrance Sunday) 
8.30am Holy Communion (said BCP) Yatton    
9.30am Holy Communion Claverham     
10.00am Remembrance Service Yatton followed by wreath laying at War Memorial at 10.50am 
10.55am Remembrance Service Cleeve     
11.00am Holy Communion with Remembrance Kenn   
6.00pm Remembrance Service Kingston Seymour   
6.30pm Holy Communion Cleeve      
 
3rd Sunday 21st November Christ the King Sunday next before Advent 
8.00am Holy Communion Claverham*     
9.30am Parish Communion Yatton      
9.30am Holy Communion Cleeve      
11.00am Holy Communion Kingston Seymour    
6.00pm Evensong Kenn*        
 
4th Sunday  28th   ADVENT SUNDAY     PURPLE 
8.00am Holy Communion Yatton*      
8.00am Holy Communion Kingston Seymour*    
9.30am Parish Communion Yatton     
9.30am Holy Communion Cleeve      
11.00am Family Service Claverham      
11.00am Christingle Service Kenn  
2.30pm Holy Baptism at Claverham ~ Rosie Horsley   
6.30pm Advent Carol Service at Yatton Methodist Church 
 
  
Weekday Services 

Daily    8.30am Morning Prayer Yatton 
Every Wednesday 10am Holy Communion Yatton 
1st Wednesday  11am Holy Communion Kingston Seymour 
3rd Wednesday  11am Holy Communion Kenn* 
4th Wednesday  11am Holy Communion Claverham 
Every Thursday  9.30am Holy Communion Cleeve 
    7.30pm Holy Communion Yatton 
 
 

* Book of Common Prayer 
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The Strode 
 
Just been at last browsing the newsletter – interesting to see that Ray knows his onions about the 
Stroud, march land covered with brushwood, which once formed part of the Clevedon common 
lands! 
  
However, I‟d like to explain that the Stroud caused confusion to do with Strode Road. Locals in 
Clevedon always call it, „The Stroud‟, quite correctly. It should really be known as Stroud Road, 
except that a gentleman called Mr Strode built a farmhouse at the Clevedon end [now separated off 
in West Way]. Some officious map maker asked the name of the farm and then decided that of 
course, the road must be called after the farm, as a rich chap lived there! He was, of course, up the 
creek, like all they foreigners. In fact the road was called after the land it led to, just like Old Church 
Road, Kenn Road, Walton Road. and so on. 
  
How about Old Street, I hear you ask – well, it used to be called old Village Street, as it led it the old 
Village. It‟s our only street, and that‟s because a road led somewhere, without that many houses on 
it, whereas a street had houses along it fairly frequently. Old Street had at least a dozen houses 
along its length, enough to qualify it for that description in Clevedon, as the farms are all otherwise 
very spread out. 
 

Jane Lilly (Clevedon Historical Society, and honorary Kennite) 

Welcome Visitor to Kenn from Wartime Days 
 
We were very pleased to welcome back to Kenn, Glynis Jones as she was known in those far off 
days.  Early in the last War Mr and Mrs Alf Jones and their children Glynis and Alfie arrived in Kenn 
from London where they had been bombed out.  They were looking for somewhere to live in safety. 
 

I don‟t know how, but they found rooms with Mr and Mrs Dick Delaney and their daughter Alice at 
what was then “The Poplars” but is now “Latcham House” in Kenn Street, or Moor Road as it was 
called in those days. I don‟t know how they found room because “The Poplars” in those days was 
packed to the rafter with people.  Mr and Mrs Delaney and their daughter Alice slept in one room; 
the four Joneses had one room up and one room down.  In the middle part of the house lived Mr 
and Mrs Boudery also here to escape the London bombing, they had a large family of four or five 
children. So that adds up to about thirteen or fourteen people living there. 
 

One morning Ralph Bye arrived with his horse and cart delivering milk. He spoke to Mrs Jones and 
told her that there was half a bungalow to let in the moor if she was interested.  Mrs Jones replied 
that she would go anywhere to be on their own.  Mrs. Jones then went to Yatton to see Mrs Dicky 
Bird to ask if she could rent the part bungalow. This was agreed so the Joneses moved down into 
part of Rose Bungalow in Kenn Moor.  It was a bit of a shock to their systems coming from London,  
because “Rose Bungalow” in those days had no electricity, gas, telephone or drinking water.  They 
managed by fetching their drinking water from Mr and Mrs Hazell‟s farm just up the road.  This 
water came from a well with a pump. 
 

After a few years Mr and Mrs Jones were offered a new Council House in Yatton.  Soon after 
moving Alfie died of colic when only fifteen. 
 

We had a very pleasant few hours talking about those wartime days with Glynis, who sadly has just 
lost her husband.  She now lives in the West Midlands.  Glynis has four sons with their families to 
support her. 
 

Ray Naish 
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Hello! My name is Jessica Fenwick Brett  
 

and many of you may know me as I am the eldest grand-daughter of Jean and Fred Fenwick at The 
Laurels in Kenn.  I am currently on a gap year in Townsville in Queensland Australia with an 
International Christian Organisation called Youth with a Mission.   I am doing a Discipleship Training 
School (DTS) for five months.  The main elements of a DTS  include – learning about God and 
relationships, equipping for life and ministry and practical experience in community outreach.  The 
Reef to Outback DTS will give me the opportunity to see  the beautiful Australian coast, camp in the 
Aussie bush and travel to Papua New Guinea.  I have been here for three weeks and here is an 
extract from a blog I have been writing: 
 

October 28th 2010 All aboard! 
 

The boat in the picture below is the Pacific Link, the YWAM medical ship. It does a lot of amazing things 
for a lot of people in need here in the South Pacific and the stories that come back from the people who 
have been on the boat are just mind blowing.  This weekend marked a very momentous occasion for 
YWAM Australia, and even though us newbies on the October DTS didn‟t really know what was going 
on, we were part of something really special that is going to go down in YWAM history. On Sunday we 
had a ceremony to celebrate the handing over of this ship from YWAM New Zealand to us, YWAM 
Australia.  We didn‟t buy it and they weren‟t selling it, they gave it to us.  I cant really get my head 
around the fact that we have been given a boat worth a few million dollars. WOW! This present to us will 
make us here at YWAM Townsville able to focus more on Mercy Ship missions to South Pacific Islands 
and countries like Vanuatu, Fiji, and Papua New Guinea. So the celebration ceremony was awesome to 
be a part of and it was a real privilege that we have had big YWAM leaders here on the base for the last 
4 days. I‟ve got to meet some interesting people like the Directors for YWAM in South East Asia, New 
Zealand, Australia, and England. 
 

What‟s even cooler is that today, me and the 15 other girls on my DTS are moving onto the ship to live 
for the next week and a half. The National Leaders Meeting is taking place in Townsville next week so 
that means loads of people from all over the country are going to be arriving at the Reef to Outback 
base and need beds to sleep in. So yesterday, all us girls packed 10 day‟s worth of stuff back into our 
backpacks and put the rest of our stuff into storage and this afternoon we moved onto the ship.  It‟s SO 
cool and I am so happy that I get to experience living on a boat.  So I‟ve just got back from unpacking 
and I will explain a little bit about what its like… so imagine a normal single bed, well, halve it width-wise 
and that‟s about the size of our beds.   Again, they are bunks so in my little compartment there are 2 
bunks, so 4 girls sleeping there. We each have one locker to keep all our stuff in, and the lockers really 

aren‟t that big.  Each bed has a 
little curtain that you can pull 
around which I thought was 
awesome and there are little lights 
in each. The whole ship sleeps 
about 50 people, which really 
surprised me.  It looks quite small 
from the outside but once we got 
on it there was so much room.  We 
have a kitchen area and a living 
room to hang out in and, of course, 
we can go and sit outside on the 
deck. I am so looking forward to 
being rocked to sleep of an 
evening and watching the sunrise 
in the morning. 
 
http://jessicanellie.tumblr.com/ 

http://jessicanellie.tumblr.com/
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STEAM EVENING 
 

IN AID OF YACWAG AND 
The Strawberry Line Café Project 

 
Tuesday November 9th 

 
7.30pm Horsecastle Chapel, Yatton 

 
Steam in South Africa 
The Strawberry Line 
Devon and Cornwall 

 
Admission £2.50 including refreshments 

 
Details from Trevor Riddle 01934 835208 

Girls Mountain Bike for sale 
 

Very good condition, 27" wheel, full working order but too small for Jenny. £40.00 ono 
 

Jo Batten 878782 

For All the Saints 
 

Kenn Transformers display of 
handiwork on the church wall 
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Bird News 1 
 
My comments last month about my latest date for a local Hobby sighting were somewhat revised 
when Bryan Thompson phoned to report one over One Elm on the 8th October.  On the same day 
John Croxton and myself saw another Hobby heading south along the sea wall, hawking dragonflies 
as it went.  The latest ever date for North Somerset is the 13th October according to the Avon Bird 
Report (I have a few copies of this splendid publication - 176 pages, colour pictures etc - available 
at £6 if anyone wants a detailed review of birds of the Avon region). 
 
Migration has been interesting this autumn, with Marsh Harrier and a rare Montagu‟s Harrier seen 
along the coast and then the arrival at the Yeo Estuary of a Lapland Bunting (a „lifer‟ for me) rising 
to three birds by the 16th.  These are part of a most unusual movement down the west coast of 
Britain and probably results from a very productive breeding season in Scandinavia.  Waxwings, 
which rarely reach south or west until after Christmas, have already been reported in Leicestershire 
and Worcestershire - so they may turn up at a berry bush near you. 
 
On the 17th I counted well over a thousand Jackdaws heading south - some simply followed the 
coast, but other flocks came from inland following the Congresbury Yeo, and then headed off over 
Sand Point.  That morning Bryan Thompson watched a Grey Shrike fly in off the sea.  It was 
mobbed by Meadow Pipits and flew toward Dowlais Farm.  Jill and I headed to the spot that 
afternoon.  There was no Shrike but a little male Merlin hurtled past us and, I swear, got to within an 
inch of a Linnet before speeding off over the Golf Course.  A late Common Sandpiper in Clevedon 
Pill and over 300 Shelduck around the Kenn Esturary enlivened the scene. 
 
Next day we were back at the sea wall and immediately there was a Common Scoter, a sea duck 
not at all common here, feeding in the waves.  The Lapland Buntings were still present and a walker 
flushed a Short Eared Owl from the edge of a rhyme.  A few Wheatears were still along the coast 
and two Firecrests were reported at Wain‟s Hill, Clevedon.  Phew!! 
 
John Croxton tells me that there was an influx of Grey Wagtails around Kenn on 13th October (a 
single Grey Wagtail is on my drive as I type this (30th) - Ed), and he watched 200 Fieldfares fly 
south over Clevedon on the 21st, on which day Bryan recorded two Swallows over Kenn also 
hurrying south. 
 
As always John Croxton or myself are delighted to hear of interesting bird sightings. 
 

Trevor Riddle 
01934 835208 

Bird News II 
 
The little flock of Sparrows that I feed on our garden table each morning is increasing.  Last Friday 
we counted about thirty.  They take a few beaks-full of food then quickly fly away.  Julia Bush tells 
me that they then visit her house downs the road for more food. 
 
Jeff Naish reports seeing a few winter visiting Fieldfares and Redwings in the Moor. 
 
At the same time, around the 26th October, Irene Stowell reports a few Swallows still around on her 
garden fence; on their way south. 
 
Several large flocks of Canada Geese have been about grazing on the maize stubble. 
 

Ray Naish 
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Race to Infinity 
 

First Shelly and then Angela emailed to say 
that the voting had opened for BT Infinity - 
superfast Broadband.  I emailed everyone 
else and most of you seem to have voted - 
hooray!!  No one else in Clevedon seems to 
have answered the call - perhaps the Mercury 
will start the stampede… 
 

http://www.racetoinfinity.bt.com/ 

Yatton History Society 
 

Tuesday November 2nd  
Yatton Methodist Hall  8pm 

 
Medals Won by Local Ladies -  

tales of courage locally and away 
Rob Campbell  

Clevedon Local Historian 

Where did the Scarecrow Go? 
 
There‟s still time to get your story, poem or 
picture to me.  Prizes will be awarded for the 
best in each class, but all of them will be 
printed. 

hazel.limage@kennvillage.co.uk 
The History Project Lunch got off to a great 
start - Hartley and I played hosts to seven 
villagers, and a lovely time was had by all.  
We talked a little bit of history, but mostly 
about hoovers and old cars (can you guess 
who was there..?) 
 
Practically everyone had Posh Fish and Chips 
- which they said was lovely.  Not me - I had 
healthy Goat‟s Cheese Salad.  And chips.  It 
was scrummy. 
 
Asia is back at the Drum, in fine form and 
looking really well.  She waited on us like we 
were the crown jewels - which is just what we 
like and want from our local 
 
The next lunch is November 26th - twelve for 
twelve thirty.  Do come if you can - the more 
the merrier.  I can tell you about my new 
hoover… 

Hazel  
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OBITUARIES 
David Sandy 
 

Dave, or Dapper as he was generally known, has passed away recently aged 80.  Although he did 
not live in Kenn he was well known by many Kenn people, in fact he was at Highdale School in 
Clevedon at the same time as several present Kenn residents. Dave came from an old Clevedon 
family. His grandfather Sandy drove a horse and cart of the old Clevedon Urban District Council.  
This was when their horses were stabled in Hangstone Quarry. 
 

Dave‟s father and uncles and cousins ran businesses as painters and decorators in Clevedon.  
They were noted for their work of very high quality.  Dave learned his trade with them before doing 
his National Service in the RAF  during which time he was based in Scotland for a while.  Later in 
his life he worked at Cam Gears Factory in Clevedon and at Portishead Power Station.  In his 
young days he was a keen footballer and he played for Clevedon Town and supported them by 
attending their home matches almost to the end of his life. 
 

Over fifty years ago he married Jean Naish‟s sister Fay, who survives him with her children Nicola 
and Christopher and two grandchildren. 
 

His funeral at Clevedon Parish Church was very well attended, he and his family were very well 
known in Clevedon.   
 
 

Gerald Neath 
 

Gerald has passed away on Sunday 10
th
 October aged 82 at Clevedon Cottage Hospital. 

 

For almost his whole life he lived in Kenn, except when he did National Service. When he was very 
young he lived in part of “Stonehouse” the house now derelict in Kenn Street. Next his family 
moved, with him, to “Chapel Cottage”, where they stayed until the Kenn Estate was built about 
1938.  Alfred and Mabel, his parents, were given the opportunity to be the first new tenants of one 
of the new houses and Gerald was still living there at the end of his life. 
 

The Neath family have lived in this district for generations, mainly in the Kingston Bridge area and 
Kenn and Kingston Seymour. 
 

Gerald, like most of his family, worked on farms around here.  His father Alf worked at “Kenn Court” 
for farmer Frank Dyer for about twenty-five years, also at Stonehouse Farm of Victor Naish.  My 
father used to say “wherever you find a Naish you can find a Neath nearby”.  Leslie Neath, 
Gerald‟s cousin worked for me, Ray Naish, for about twenty years, either full-time or part-time.  
Walter, another cousin was Sexton of Kingston Church for many years. 
 
 

Eileen Andrews 
 

Mrs Andrews was the mother of Prebendary John Andrews, Priest in Charge of Kenn and Kingston 
Seymour in the Parish of Yatton Moor. 
 

Although Mrs Andrews never lived around here, she often spent long holidays with her son and 
daughter-in-law Celia at their home in Kingston Seymour.  Although very handicapped, she had 
difficulty in walking; Eileen always attended Church when on holiday here.  She soon got to know 
many Churchgoers by name and although she had very poor eyesight she recognised lots of 
people by voice when they spoke to her. 
 

In spite of her handicaps she always seemed to enjoy her time with us here in Kenn and made 
many friends here.  We shall miss seeing her on her twice yearly holidays. 
 

Our sincere sympathy is extended to John and Celia and their family from the people of this village. 
 

Ray Naish 
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Computer Repairs & Upgrades at Your 
Home or Office 

 

 

COMPUTER STARTING SLOWLY? 
SICK OF GETTING NASTY VIRUSES? 

OVERCOME WITH POPUPS AND SPYWARE? 
IS YOUR CONFIDENTIAL DATA AT RISK? 

HERE ARE SOME OF OUR SERVICE PACKAGES 
  
Health Check/Tune Up 
Spyware/Virus Removal 
Data Transfer 
Secure Wireless Network Installation & Setup 
Internet Security and Anti-Virus 
Hardware Upgrades & Installation 
Troubleshooting Windows™ 

With years of experience working in a busy IT office we have been 
asked to fix all sorts of problems. There is not much that we've not 
seen or done when it comes to computers. So, if your computer is 
unwell or if it's in need of a boost and some TLC trust us to help 
you. 

For more information call 0800 756 9928 or visit 
www.quaycomputerservices.com 


